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Write in your planner- essay due Wednesday.  Email Ms. 
Thomsen with any questions.  If you “forgot” what group you are 
writing on, just pick one from the list.  

BELLRINGER:
Write in your notebook...
How did America’s immigration laws in the 1920’s contribute to 
isolationism in America?  

The notes highlighted in yellow need to be written down in the 
following slides...



World Connections...

Postwar Europe In both human suffering and economic terms, 
the cost of World War I was immense. The Great War left every 
major European country nearly bankrupt. In addition, Europe’s 
domination in world affairs declined after the war.



Unstable New Democracies War’s end saw the sudden rise of 
new democracies. From 1914 to 1918, Europe’s last absolute 
rulers had been overthrown. The first of the new governments 
was formed in Russia in 1917. The Provisional Government, as 
it was called, hoped to establish constitutional and democratic 
rule. However, within months it had fallen to a Communist 
dictatorship. Even so, for the first time, most European nations 
had democratic governments.



● People called the 1920’s the Jazz Age- in part because of 
the popular new music.  

● Woodrow Wilson was the 28th American President who 
served in office from March 4, 1913 to March 4, 1921. One 
of the most important events was the Outbreak of WW1.

● The year 1917 brought many changes to Russia…    
Unhappy with their monarchy government, the people 
successfully overthrew them and the government was 
replaced by Vladimir Lenin and his followers (the 
Bolsheviks). This lead to the later creation of the Soviet 
Union, and the first Communist country.



Many citizens of the new democracies had little experience with 
representative government. 

For generations, kings and emperors had ruled Germany and 
the new nations formed from Austria-Hungary. 

Even in France and Italy, whose parliaments had existed before 
World War I, the large number of political parties made effective 
government difficult. 



Some countries had a dozen or more political groups. 
In these countries, it was almost impossible for one party to win 
enough support to govern effectively. 

When no single party won a majority, a coalition government, or 
temporary alliance of several parties, was needed to form a 
parliamentary majority. Because the parties disagreed on so 
many policies, coalitions seldom lasted very long.



WW1, the Great War, had ended 
in victory for the allies. 

President Wilson had been 
instrumental in drafting of 
post-WW1 settlement plan which 
became known as Wilson's 14 
Points speech.

http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-era/fourteen-points.htm
http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-era/fourteen-points.htm


● President Wilson's Fourteen Points had called for the 
creation of a “general association of nations” which 
became known as the League of Nations.

● The purpose of the League of Nations was to ensure that 
the League’s member nations would help preserve peace 
and prevent future wars.



● The 1919 Treaty of Versailles made a mockery of Wilson's 
Fourteen Points Plan and the United States Senate 
consequently opposed the adoption of the Treaty of 
Versailles and declined membership in the League of 
Nations.

● President Harding's victory speech, the first to be broadcast 
on the radio,  called for "a return to normalcy" and declared 
the issue of America's involvement in the League of Nations 
"deceased". (Harding was the 29th President...1921-1923)

http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-era/treaty-of-versailles-1919.htm


● The destruction and cost of WW1 had left their mark on 
America and the majority of Americans wanted to be kept out 
of any future involvement in European politics and simply 
wanted to be left alone to concentrate on building prosperity 
in the United States.

● The American people wholeheartedly agreed with the idea of 
"a return to normalcy" and were in favor of the return to the 
American foreign policy of Isolationism.



The Red Scare in the 1920. ... 

The so-called “Red Scare” refers to the fear of communism in 
the USA during the 1920's. 
It is said that there were over 150,000 anarchists 
or communists in USA in 1920 alone and this represented only 
0.1% of the overall population 
of the USA.












