This lesson:

Principles of the Constitution
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“ The Constitution—the supreme law of the land—is
built on six basic principles of government.
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Which of the six principles means that government
can exist only with the consent of the governed?

2. Which principle authorizes the courts to determine
et . . : - -
the constitutionality of government actions?

Principle - a fundamental truth, concept, or foundation



Describe how the Constitution limits
the powers of government through
separation of powers and checks and
balances.
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Attn: Teachers - this PowerPoint with lesson plans and
activities are available for $1.99 @ Teachers Pay

Teachers: Mr. Ravmond’s Civics EOC Academyv
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* All power not listed in the government is
reserved for the states or people




* Popular Sovereignty

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY

onstitution

Popular Sovereignty

Popular = People | Sovereign = Power

Popular Sovereignty - the people are the
source of government power



Separation of Powers
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* Montesquieu

» Separating power between the three
branches ensures that
no one has TOO much power



Each branch has power
to keep the others in line!
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 Checks & Balances

Executive Branch‘
(President)

Checks
and
Balances

i g.l_ﬁdldal Branch
(Supreme Court)
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Each branch “checks” the powers of the
others

Legislative Branch
(Congress)




Checks & Balances Examples
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How many governments are :I

there in the united states?

 Federalism
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U.S. Government

State Governments

Local Governments
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NATIONAL
POWERS
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Americans live under both
national and state governments.

SHARED
POWERS

STATE
POWERS

* Maintain military * Collect taxes » Establish local

* Declare war » Establish courts governments

* Establish * Regulate interstate * Set up schools
postal system commerce * Regulate state

* Set standards « Regulate banks commerce
for weights * Borrow money » Make regulations
and measures * Provide for the for marriage

* Protect copyrights general welfare » Establish
and patents  Punish criminals and regulate

corporations

Power shared between the federal
(national) govt. & the state govt.
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e Review
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Which principle implies that the People are
the ones with the Power over the
covernment?
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e Review

Which principle describes how each branch
directly limits the power
of the other branches?
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e Review

Which principle states that the national
government & the state governments share
powers?
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e Review

Which principle describes that the national
government only has the powers listed in
the Constitution?




e Review

Which principle is about sharing powers
between the different branches?




